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ABRIDGMENT 


OF THE 


History of the BIBLE. 


QOM4Þ;L 


Which takes in the Time that paſſed from 
the Creation of the World to the Flood. 


T HE World was (a) created 
about Four Thouſand Years 
before the Birth of JESUS 
CHRIST. In fix Days GoDp made all 
the Creatures that are therein; and on 
the ſixth Day He created Adam, who 
was the firſt Man. He made him after 
is own Image, and gave him Dominion 
ver the reſt of the Creatures. Adam af- 
r his Creation (S) was put into the ter- 
A 2 reſtrial 
(a) Gen. IJ. () Gen. II. 
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reſtrial Paradiſe, otherwiſe called the Gar- 
den of Eden, with Eve his Wife, who was 
formed out of one of his Ribs: And they 
would have lived happy in that Place, if 
they had continued in their Innocence, 
and kept the Law that Gop had given 


Bor Adan and Eve (a) being fallen 
into Rebellion, through the Temptation 
of the Devil, and having broken the 
Commandment that Gop had giventhem, 
ndt to eat of the Fruit of a Tree which 
was in the Garden of Eden, which the 
Scripture calls, The tree of knowledge of 
good and evil; they loſt their Innocence 
and their Ha pineſs together, were made 
ſubject to Death, and. driven by Goo 
out of the terreſtrial Paradiſe. By this 
Fall of Adam, Sin and Death entered 
into the World; and all Men had Heen 
for e vet miſerable, if God had not taken 
Pity on them, But Go immediate!) 
promiſed, (H) that be Sced of the man 
Mould. hruiſe the Serpent's Head ; that is, 
that Men ſhould be delivered; from Sin, 
ſrom Death, and from the Power of the 


Devil, by Jesus Orslsr, en thoulc | 


he born of a: Virgia. 
T Gen. II. () Cp. Ill. 15. 
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the Hiſtory of the BiBLEt. 5 
Inga the Book of Geneſis (a) Meſes tells 
us, who were the Children and Deſcen- 
dants of Adam. We ſee by the Hiſtory 
of thoſe Times, that the Life of Man 
was then much longer than it is now, 
and. that they lived many Hundreds of 
Years: But it may be alſo obſerved, 
that Sin began to reign in the World 
preſently after the Creation. Cain, the 
Son of Adam, flew his Brother Abel, and 
had a wicked Poſterity. Nevertheleſs 
Gop was known to and worſhipped by 
the Patriarchs, and eſpecially in the Fa- 
mily of Setb, who was one of the Sons 
of Adam. Among theſe Patriarchs, the 
Scripture makes mention of Enoch, 
whom Gop took out of the World, fo 
that he died not: Gop having been 
pleaſed thereby to crown his Piety, and 
to teach Men that there are Rewards af- 
ter this eee thoſe that live well. 
But in Proceſs of Time (5) the Poſ- 
terity of Seth was corrupted Jikewiſe, 
and mingled with the Wicked. The 
Earth was filled with Crimes, and the 
Corruption grew ſo great and general, 


that Goo ſent the Flood, which.drown- 


ed the whole World, Naab excepted, 
·;˙ö 


Y Chap, IV. and V. (6) Gen. VI. and VII. 
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6 An ABRIDGMENT of 
who being a Man that feared Gop, was 
with his Family preſerved from this In- |} 1 
undation; Gop having commanded him | ! 
to build an Ark, in which he was ſhut 
up when the Flood came. The Memo- 
ry of this Deluge is preſerved, not only 
ia the holy Scriptures, but alſo among 
divers Nations of the World, as we may 
lind in many antient Hiſtories. The 
Flood happened One Thouſand Six Hun- 


dred Fifty ſix Years after the Creation of 
the c 


CHAP. II 


of the Time between the Flood and the 
| Call of Abraham. 


OAH being come out of the 
Ark (a) after the Deluge, Go 5 
made a Covenant with him, and gave 
a new Sanction to the Law of Nature, 
in order to turn Men from Wickedneſs 
and Vice. Noah had three Sons, (5) Shem, 
Ham, and Fapheth ; and all the World 
was afterwards peopled by their Poſte- 
rity, The Deſcendants of Shen ſettled 
chiefly in Aa, thoſe of Ham ſpread for 
the moſt part in Africa, and 55 q 
aphet 
Z+ Ges. VILE, and IX. (b)Ch.1X.18,19. Ch.X. 
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Japbetb in Europe. This is the Origi- 


nal of all the People of the World, as 
may be ſeen more at large in the tenth 
Chapter of Genes. 

SOME time after the Flood, (a) Men 
undertook to build the Tower of Babel; 
but Gop confounded their Language, 
ſo that not underſtanding one. another 
any longer, they were diſperſed into 
divers Countries. Idolatry began about 
this Time to prevail, and then Gop 
was pleaſed to chooſe a People, among 
whom the true Religion might be pre- 
ſerved. For this Purpoſe He called 
Abrabam, who lived in the City of Ur 
in Caldea. He appointed him to leave 
the Country wherein He was born ; He 
engaged him to ſerveHim, and fear Him; 
He commanded him to go into the Land 
of Canaan, and He promiſed to give that 
Country to his Deſeendants; to multi- 
ply his Poſterity ; and that the Meſſias 
ſhould be born of his Race. The Call 
of Abrabam happened Four Hundred 
and Twenty ſeven 'Years after the 
Flood. 2 | 


A 4 CHAP. 


| (a) Gen. IX. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of the Time between the Call of Abraham, 
and the going of the Children of Iſrael 


coul of Egypt. 


A Brahbam (a) being come into the 
| Land ot Canaan, tarried there 
tome Time with Lot his Nephew, with- 
out having any Child, This Country 
was then inhabited by the Canaanites, 
who were an idolatrous and a very 
wicked People; particularly the Inha- 
bitants of Sodom (where Let dwelt) were 
ſo wicked () and had committed Sins fo 
horrible, that Gop deſtroyed that City, 
alter that He had brought Lat, with his 
Wiiſe and Daughters, out of it. Fire 
from Heaven fell down upon Sedem and 
Gomorrah, ſo that theſe Cities with their 
Inhabitants, and all the neighbouring 
Country, were burnt to Aſnes. 
Warn Abraham was an Hundred 
. Years of Age, Jſaac his Son was (c) 
born, by a ſupernatural Power. IJſaac 
was the Father of Jacob; and Jacob 
had twelve Sons, who were the * 
© 


(«) Gen. XII, Sc. ( CR XIX. C. Ch. XXI. 
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of the twelve Tribes or Families of the 
Children of Jrael. The two maſt con- 
fiderableof thefe Tribes were after wards, 
the Tribe of Levi, from which the 
Prieſts and Miniſters of  Religian; were 
taken; and the Tribe of Z#dahb, which 
was the moſt. powerful, which was for 
a great while poſſeſſed of the Royal Au- 
thority, and was to ſubſiſt till the com- 
ing of JESUS CHRIST, from: which alſo 
Jesvs CHRIST was to be born. 


| Josten, (a) one of the Sons of Jacob, 
. — been ſold and carried into Egypt, 
through the Jealouſy and Hatred 1 his 
Brethren, *G 0'D raiſed him up te the 
chiefeſt Dignity of that Kingdom, by 
the Means of the King of the Country. 
Some Years after, Jacob, the Father of 
Joſeph, was conftrained by the Famine 
that was in the Land of Cauaanu, to go 
and ſojoutn in Egypt, with all his Fa- 
mily. About this Time. lived 7a, 2 
Man illuſtrious for his Piety, and Pa- 
1 under Afflictiens. 


Ar ru the Death of Jacob 2 } and 
2 ?pb, the Children of Iſrael encreafed 
4A 5 and 


(4) Ge KNxVII, Ec. [N Zxod. L. Gr. 
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and multiplied ſo exceedingly in Egypt, 

that King Pharoab became jealous of 

them, and endeavoured to deſtroy them. 

But Gop ſent Moſes, who having wrought 

many Miracles, and ſmote Egypt with ten 

Plagues, obliged Pharoab to let the Chil- 

= dren of Iſrael go out of his Territories. 
| This Departure of the Children of 7/- 
4 | rael out of Egypt, happened Four Hun- 
l dred and Thirty Years after the Call of 
( Abraham. ; 


4 4 4 1 ll Wn 
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CAT AF, Iv: 
Of the Time between the going out of Egypt 
and the Building of Solomon's Temple. 


T HE Children of Jrael being come 
out of Egypt, walked upon (a) dry 
Land through the Red Sea; and Pha- 
raob, who purſued them, attempting 
to go through after them, was there 
drowned with all his Army, Fifty 
Days after the Deliverance from Egypt, 
Gop publiſhed the (+) Ten Command. 
ments of the Law upon Mount Sinai. 
He gave afterwards the Political Laws 

9 to 


e. Exod. XIII, XV, Ee. (*) Exqd, xX, &., 
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to Moſes, as alſo the Ceremonial Laws 
which the Iſraclites were to obſerve. 
God did not ſuffer the Children of 1/- 
rael to enter into the Land of Canaan 
immediately after their coming out of 
Egypt, but they ſtaid in the Wilderneſs 
forty Years, under the Conduct of Moſes. 

Mosexs dying at the End of theſe 
forty Years (a) Joſbua ſucceeded him; 
and after having ſubdued the Nations 
and Kings that inhabited the Land of 
Canaan, he ſettled the Iſraelites in their 
Stead, After the Death of Jeſbua, this 
People were governed by the Judges 
that Gop raiſed from time to time, un- 
til the Prophet Samuel (who was the laſt 
of the Judges) ſet up Saul, the firſt 
King of the /aelites. After Saul reign- 
ed David, who was both a King and a 
Prophet; to whom ſucceeded Solomon 
his Goo, who built the Temple of Zeru- 
alem, Four Hundred and Fourſcore 
Years after the coming out- of Egypt, 
and about a Thoufand- Years: before the. 
coming of Jzsvs CnurIsT. 


* 


CHAP. 
(a) Joſh, I, S.. 


+ Feroboam was the firſt King of it. ll 
Prince, fearing that his Subjects would | 
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CHA Þ. ov. 


Of the Time between the Building of Solo- 


mon's Temple, and the COPE of 
Babylon. 


FT ER Solomon's Death, (a) Re- 
hoboam his Son being ſet on the 
1 hrone, ten Tribes of VVael revolted, 
ſo that He ruled over two Tribes only, 
which were thoſe of Judab and Benja- 
min. Thus, there were two Kingdoms 
formed, the one called the Kingdom of 
Tfrael, which comprehended the ten re- 
volted Tribes, the other called the 
Kingdom of Judah, which conſiſted of 
the two Tribes that remained faithful to 
Reboboam. 

Tux Kingdom of Jyrael ſubſiſted 
about Two Hundred and Fifty Years : 
This 


return. to the Obedience of Rehoboam, 
King of Judab, when they ſhould go to 
Feruſalem on the ſolemn Feſtivals to wor- 


ſhip Gop in the Temple, and to offer 
=_ - their Sacrifices there, ſet up a falſe Wor- 
S * in his Kingdom. He made two 


golden 


£ -- 4 . 0 


0 FINE X1l, 8 


ou r e oi od 


© apa DD oo we 


W Or ©. 


the Hliſtory of the: BiBLE, 13 
golden Calves, Which they, worſhipped 
under the Name of the Go of 1/rael. 
He appointed folemn Feaſts and Prieſts; 
ſo that in the Reign of Ferebcam and his 
Succeſſors, Idolatry was eftabhithed in 
the Kingdom of Jracl. All the Kings 
of 1rac! were Idolaters, and kept up 
the falſe Worſhip which Jeroboam had 
eſtabliſhed. God ſent” ſeveral Prophets 
to the ten Tribes, to turn them from 
their Sins, and to preſerve the Knbw- 
ledge: of himſelf among them. The 
moſt eminent of theſe Prophets 'was 
Elyab : He propheſied in the Time of 
Abab, who was one of the wickedeſt of 
the Kings of Jſrael. At laſt, the King+ 
dom (a) of the ten Tribes was deſtroyed, 
d Samaria, their capital City, was 
aken in the Time of Hoſes, the laſt 
King of 1/reel, by Salmaneſer King of 
Hria, who carried away the ten Tribes 
nato his own Kingdom, from whenee 
"wy were diſperſed into divers Countries. 
n a 


have never ſince been ſettled again 


2 their own Land. 23930 
"Trax Kingdom of Judab laſted an 
undred and Thirty Years longer than 

nat of 1/rael. The capital City of this 
END King- 

(@) 2 Kings XVI. 
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Kingdom was Feruſ/alem, where the 
true Gop was ſerved in the Temple of 
Solomon. But Idolatry crept in alſo into 
the Kingdom of Judab. Gop raiſed 
up Prophets from Time to Time, who 
oppoſed the Errors and Sins of that 
People, who threatned them with the 
Judgments of Go p, and foretold the 
coming of the Meſſias. Iſaiab was one] 
of the moſt eminent of theſe Prophets, ed 
There were alſo ſome good Kings, whoJCc 
endeavoured to aboliſh Idolatry, as Je- 
hoſhaphat, Hezekiah, Joſab, and ſomeſ be. 
others. But the People continuing (a) Bu 
in their Sins, Gop, after he had long nei 
threatned them, and afflicted them acrwa 
ſundry Times by the neighbouring{ku 
Kings, deſtroyed alſo the Kingdom oſfſthe 
Judab. Nebuchadnezzar King of Baby- Ihe 
lon beſieged Feruſalem in the Reign ofa 
Zedekiah, the laſt King of Fudab. Heſp 
took it, and burnt it with the Temple, ui 
and carried away the People to Babylon, t 
about Four Hundred and twenty Year: 
after Solomon had laid the Foundation of 
the Temple of Feruſalem, and Five 
Hundred and Fourſcore Years befor: 
the Birth of our Lox D. 

CHAP. { 


ak- XXV. 


the Hiſtory of the BIBL E. 15 


| CHAP, VI. 

Joy the Time between the Captivity of Ba- 
1 bylon, and IEsus CHRIST. 

0 

t HE Babylonih Captivity laſted 
e Seventy Years, as the Prophet 


eff Jeremiah had foretold (a) it ſhould. 
ef When theſe Seventy Years were expir- 
$,cd, the Jess (+) returned into their own 
ol Country by the Leave of Cyrus, King 
Jof Perſia, under the Conduct of Zoroba- 
nebel, to rebuild the Temple of Jeruſalem. 
a) But in this they were interrupted by the 
1g neighbouring Nations, and this Work 
atiwas delayed to the Time of Darius, 
ngfiKing of Perſia, who commanded that 
ofthe Temple and the Service of G op, 
mould be ſet up again. The Prophets 
aggai and Zechariah lived at that Time, 
and they. exhorted the Jes to labour in 
building the Temple. Some Years af- 
Ferwards, (c) Nehemiah went into Fudea 
by the Permiſſion of King Artaxerxes. 
e cauſed the Walls of Feruſalem to be 
Þuilt and reſtored Order and civil Go- 
Ferament in that City. 


From 


AP, Jer. XXY, +» (6) Dan. IX. 2 Eldqy 
U U CG , 2 * | 2 Neh. J, G. 4 
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From the rebuilding of (a) Jeruſalem, 
in the Reign of Darius, to the Deftruc- 
tion of that City, which happened after 
the coming of IJEsus CnkisT, there 
was Seventy Weeks oi Years; that i; 
to ſay, Four Hundred and Ninety 
Years, according to the Prediction of 
the Prophet Daniel. The Jeus being 
returned into their own Country, were 
for ſame Time ſubject to, the Kings of 
Perfia, and afterwards to the Kings of 
Syria, They were expoſed. to divers 
Perſecutions, whereof the laſt, and moſt 
cruel, was that of King Antiochus, (6) 
who plundered and profaned the Temple 
of Zernſalem, and made uſe of Torments 
in order to force the Jeu to renounce 
their Religion, as may. be ſeen in the 
Hiſtory of the Maccabees. This was he 
that forced Mat tat bias, and many Jews, 
to enter into a Covenant together tar the 
Preſervation of their Religion and Li- 
berty. They gained many Victories by 
the Courage and Conduct of Judas Mac -· tif 
cabeus, and. Jonathan, both Sons of 
Maitathias. Having . recovered: . their 
Liberty, and again ſet up the Exerciſe 
af their Religion, they were a long Time 
1 on under 
(] Dan. IX. 24. Matt. XXIV.1 5. Lyke XXI. 
5 8 Te 2 Macc, V. U . * 
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„under the Government of the Prieſts, 
"who ſucceeded Judas and Jonathan, and 
took the Title of Kings. Theſe are 
©Wthey who are called Aſmancaus. At 
laſt, the Jews fell under the Dominion 
of the Romans, who made Herod King 
over Juden; and it was this Herod that 


reigned when JzsUs CHRIS came into 
the World. 
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CHAP. VII. 


F the Birth of Jzsvs CunisT G of bis 
Life and Death, bis Reſurrectian 4 
7 25 into Heaven. 


H E Time in which Gov had 
reſolved to fend his Son being 
ome, Jz&s CHRIST was born in Ju- 
tea; and many Things fell out, that 
ade his Birth remarkable: Neverthe- 
eg, he did not quickly make himſelf 
„Fawn zo the Jes; nor did he begin 
of Io exerciſe his Miniſtry beſore he was 
Thirty Years of Age, and that he had 
iſe Peen baptized by Jahn the Baptiſt, his 
Nc Forerunner. We have the Hiſtory of 
x Life of Jesus CuRIST in ang 
an 
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and there are three Things principally 
to be conſidered in this Hiſtory, viz, 
the Doctrine of JESsus ChRISTC, his 
Miracles, and the Holineſs of his Life. 
The Doctrine he preached was mot 
holy, and tends only to the Glory of 
Gop, and the Good of Mankind. He 
wrought a great Number of Miracles, 
which maaiteſted an infinite Power and 
' Goodneſs, By theſe Miracles he haz 
made it appear that he was the Son df 
Gop, and that his Doctrine was true, 
His Life was perfectly holy. We may 
find therein an Example of all Kind o 
Virtues, and particularly of an admi 
rable Charity and Humility, of an ex 
traordinary Zeal, and of a perfect Indif 
ference for the World, 

Jzsvs having lived after this Manne 
among the Jet, for about the Space 
four Years, they crucified him, and pu 
him to Death at the Feaſt of the Pa 
over: But he roſe again the third Da 
after his Death; and forty Days aftc 
his Reſurrection he aſcended into Hes 
ven, where he ſits at the right Hand Meu 
God; and from whence he ſent the Ho 
ly Ghoſt to his Apoſtles upon the Dapece 


of Pentecoſt, 0.3, 
wth CHA! 
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CH A P. VII. 


ebe Preaching of the Apoſtles, and the 
Eftabliſhment of the Chriſtian Religion. 


| HE Apoſtles having received the 
e Holy Ghoſt in the City of Feru- 
Salem, began to preach the Goſpel there, 
ond to confirm their Doctrine by Mi- 
acles. At firſt, they preached only 
oa Judea, and to none but Jews: But 
eGo pÞ having made known to them, 
hat the Chriſtian Religion ought to be 
aught to all Men, they went to preach 
he Goſpel throughout the World. The 
\poſtles met with Jews in almoſt all 
he Places where they came, this Nation 
aving been diſperſed for a long Time 
n divers Countries. It was to the Jews 
of the Diſperſion that the Apoſtles did 
Wt firſt addreſs themſelves, as the Book 
of As ſhews us; and it was to them that 
hey wrote many Epiſtles. Neverthe- 
Wels they invited all Sorts of People, 
ithout Diſtinction, as well Gentiles as 
Jews, to the Profeſſion of the Goſpel ; 
ind they: baptized all thoſe that would 
become Chriſtians, in the Name of the 
ather, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghoſt, 
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Ghoſt. This is the Subſtance of the 
Doctrine which the Apoſtles and other 
Miniſters of Jzsvs CHRIST did preach; 
namely, that there is but one only God, 
who created Heaven and Earth ; that 
this true Gop, who had not been ſut- 
ficiently known till then, had made him- 
ſelf known to Men by Jzsuvs CHRIS 
his Son: that this Jzsvs, who was cru- 
cited by the Jews, was riſen again; 
that he was the Saviour of the World, 
the Judge of all Men, and that all thoſ 
who would believe in him, ſhould be 
eternally happy. This Doctrine wa 
preached by the Apoſtles with : ſuch 
wonderful Succeſs, that in a; few Year 
Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed in the prin 
cipal Parts of the World. 

As for the Fews, they were deſtroyedi 
and drove out of their Country, forty 
Years after the Death of our Lon 
The City of Jeruſalem was taken by the 
Romans, and with the Temple then 
laid in Ruins, as Jzsvs CHRIST hat 
expreſly foretold; the Judgments 0 
Gop fell upon the Jews, who. were diff 
perſed throughout the World; and find 
that Time, TP have never been able tt 
: Tecon 


e 
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eFecover that Deſtruction, but-it continues 
pon them to this _ 
J a 


I" 


C H A P. IX. 
In Abridgment of the Chriſtian Ret Tom 


U in order to have a more ex- 
D act Knowledge of the Religion 
reached by the Apoſtles, it mult. be 
4 {known that they required two Things 
e rom Men, and promiſed them alſo two 
be Things. 

Tr two Things which the Apoſtles 
equired were, thar Men ſhould Believe, 
nd that they ſhould amend their Lives. 
hey required in the firſt Place, that 
en ſhould believe in GO p, and in 
[z$vs CHRIsT'; that the Genzites ſhould 
Worſake their Religion and the Service 
Mt falſe Deities, and adore and ſerve 
one but the true Gop, the Creator of 
Je World; that the Jes ſhould ac- 
Wnowledge JESUS CuRr1sT' for the 
eſſtas Fomied by the Prophets; and 
iat Jes and Gentiles both, ſhould be- 
ncFeve that JESUS CHRIS came into 
te World for the Salvation of Men, 
ee make Arvriement for their Sins, to 
deliver 
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deliver them from Condemnation and 
Death, and to purchaſe for all them S 
that believe in him a Title to eternal] in 
Life; that they ſhould receice his Doc. V: 
trine as true, and that they ſhould per- It 
ſevere in the Profeſſion of it. The otherA 
Thing which the Apoſtles required was th 
that thoſe who till then had lived veryſbe 
wickedly, ſhould amend their Lives Ci 
and renounce their Sins, of which thefſicl: 
principal were Impiety, Impurity, In- fre 
temperance, Cruelty, Covetouſneſs, In. Cc 
Juſtice, Pride, Evil-ſpeaking, the Love 
of the World, and Self-love. Thoſe 
who were made Chriſtians, renouncec 
theſe Sins in receiving Baptiſm z and 
they promiſed to live in the Practicgf 
of Virtue and Holineſs, and to obe 
the Commandments of Jzsus CHRIST 
which may be reduced to theſe thret 
Heads, Piety towards Go p, Juſtic 
and Charity towards our Neighbou 
and Temperance in regard to ourſelves, 

Upo Condition that Men woul: 
acquit themſelves of theſe two Dutie 
and would give Evidence of their Faith" 
and Repentance, the Apoſtles promiſe 
them two Things: Firſt, that all the 
paſt Sins, committed in the Toons | 
TIF | che 
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their Ignorance, ſhould be pardoned : 
Secondly, that Gop would receive them 
into his Covenant, and grant them Sal- 
vation and Life eternal. Theſe are the 
two Things that the Apoſtles gave Men 
Aſſurance of by Baptiſm ; but as for thoſe 
that refuſed to become Chriſtians, or that 
being Chriſtians did not live as Jzsvs 
CHR1sT had ordained, the Apoſtles de- 
clared, that they ſhould be excluded 
from Salvation, and were ſubject to 
Condemnation and Death eternal. 


Tus is the Sum of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, as it was preached by the Apoſ- 
les. It is our Duty to adhere conſtantly 
io it, to love it, to do according as it 
Nirects, living godly in this World, 
Ind expecting our Salvation from the 
re@Mercy of Gop ; that ſo, when Jesvs 
ti Cn RIs T ſhall come at the laſt Day to 
lender to every one according to his 
Works, we may eſcape the Puniſhments 
ulrhich this Religion threatens wicked 
ties eople with, and partake of that Glory 
aitind everlaſting Happineſs which it pro- 
nſehniſes to the Faithful. | 
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